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FIREARMS & EXPLOSIVES INDUSTRY DIVISION 
Chad Yoder, Chief 

Debra Satkowiak, Deputy Chief 
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EXPLOSIVES INDUSTRY  
PROGRAMS BRANCH 

 

Paul W. Brown, Chief 
 (202) 648-7120 

 
Develop and provide guidance to ATF 
field operations on implementation and 
enforcement of the explosives regula-
tion and programs. 
Responsible for explosives newsletters, 
rulemakings, ruling, variances, regula-
tion determinations, explosive classifica-
tions, and exemptions. 
Liaison with explosive industry associa-
tions and members via email, phone, 
industry seminars, training presenta-
tions for industry symposiums & work-
shops.  
Primary point of contact for government 
agencies requiring assistance in explo-
sive matters.  
Coordinate with Explosives Technology 
Branch on technical issues including 
research, evaluation and testing of ex-
plosive products. 

FIREARMS INDUSTRY  
PROGRAMS BRANCH 

 

Nicholas E. O’Leary, Chief 
 (202) 648-7190 

 
Provide program oversight, support, and 
guidance in areas relevant to the regu-
lation of the firearms industry to include 
technical and policy support to ATF. 
Design, implement and assess pro-
grams which will protect the public, re-
duce violent crimes, and prevent terror-
ism involving firearms. 
Responsible for firearms newsletters, 
State Laws and Published Ordinances 
Guide, and Firearms Regulation Guide; 
ATF Form 4473 (English and Spanish); 
determinations, variance and clarifica-
tions of firearms regulations from indus-
try members, field personnel, Congress, 
and other government agencies. 
Manage firearms programs by initiating 
and developing regulatory changes 
through rulemaking. 

FIREARMS TECHNOLOGY  
BRANCH 

 

John R. Spencer, Chief 
 (304) 616-4300 

 
Federal technical authority relating to 
firearms and their classification under 
Federal law and by regulation. 
Respond  to law enforcement agencies’ 
requests to test, evaluate, and provide 
expert testimony and training on fire-
arms and ammunition. 
Provide technical services and assis-
tance to the firearms industry and the 
public. 
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